Llamas for
Guarding Livestock

Liamas, who are long-lived, can provide an effective, long-
term and econgmical aliermative for predator control in &
wvaricly of farm and ranch conditons,

Effective Guard llamas are highly successful in preventing
predation in sheep and goat Nocks. A survey of guard llama
users indicates that over 50% of the guard llamas were 100%
cffective, and another 404% 10 45% were highly effective in
reducing losses of sheep w predators. Llamas are equally
effective guarding milk, meat and wool producing goats.
Even producers who reporied losses of over 100 lambs per
year either completely eliminated or drastically reduced
predation after introducing a llama to their Nocks.

No Training Liamas do not have 1o be trained or mised
with sheep or goats 10 be effective guards, A [lama shoald be
introduced o 3 Mock while in 8 small pasture or corral and
remain in & small area until the Hama and the sheep or goats
bond with one anciber. Introducing the Ilama inio the Mock
Just prior to birnthing may be the best and most convenient
tme. A single lama per Mock is more effective than two or
more lkmas. Although intact malks llamas are effective
guards, an intact male may stiempt io breed the sheep,

Flock Size Llamas are equally successiul puarding a small
farm flock or a large band of sheep, Many producers have



successiully used llamas to guard Nocks of 200w 1,000
animals in all iypes of wemiin and pasture sizes.

Llama Care Llamas eat the same foods as sheep or goats.
No specinl foods or supplemenis are necessary, Sheep and
goal producers can useally use the same regimen of vaccing-
uons, woeming and hoof tremming (1o nails for Hamas) as
ihey do for their fiocks, Llamas have few medical problems
and guard lama moniality is very low. An lowa Ste Univer-
sity study reponcd the monality of only 5% of the 204 guard
Ilamas in their stdy,

Types of Predators Guard llamas are particutarly
elfective aginst coyotes and dogs. Swudies conducted in the
wesiem United States, whene most predaior bosses oocur, show
that 76% 1o 100% of sheep losses 10 predalors were due o
coyoles., Some predsiors such as cougars and bears may be
Lo large for Hamas o deter. Llamas have been known o alen

herders of large predator atacks.

Age of Llamas Llamas of a variety of ages at the time of
initial introduction have proven 1o be effective guards. Using
lamas younger than oné year is nod recommendied,

Economical Llamas live a long time, have low mainte-
TEANCE, Feduing mo training, el the same food as sheep and
goais, and generally have good health, all of which help o
make Damas economical even for the small farm Mock owner,

For more information on using llamas as livestock guards,
pleaze order the Iniernational Liama Association (ILA)
educational brochure Guard Llamas. They can be purchased
for 50 per copy (40¢ each in gquantities of 30 or more) Trom
ILA, 2755 5. Locost 5L, Ste. 114, Denver, CO BI222,

This card war written by ILA's Guard Lisma Commitiee: Doyle
Mirkham, Chatr, Pai Hilkon, Dorlene Hn::h.l:prm, Dan Schreiner,
Jokn Tompling, Gale Yohe.
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